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4 Plain Accatit of the Perſecution, wow laid ro the Charge of the Church of B NGL AND. , 


HE :defire of Liberty to ſerve God ble Clergy having met with ſuch very hard uſagein 
in that way and manner, which Men that diſmal time, wherein many of rhem were op- 
# judge to be moſt acceptable to him, preſſed above meaſure; no worder if the ſmart 6f 
& is ſo Natural and Reaſonable, that it, then freſh in their minds, ſemerhing imbittered 
3 they cannot but be extremely pro- their ſpirits ; when'God was pleaſed, by a wonder- 
woked againſt thoſe who would force them to ſerye fut Revolution, to pur them into Power again. 
him in any other. But the conceit withall, which = III. Then a ftricter 4# of Uniformsry was mate, - 
moſt.men have that theip way of ſerving God is the and ſeveral Laws parſuaat to it, for the enforcing . 
only acceptable way ; naturally inclines them, when that Uniformity , by - ſevere Pepalties. © Bat let it 
they have Power, to uſt all means to conttrain all be remembred thar none were by thoſe Laws con- 
others to ſerve hiun.in that way only. So that Li= ſtained tocome- Church; but had" LH Teft tern © 


o 


berry is not more dehired by all, at one time, than 
is denied by the very ſame Perſons at another, 
Put them into difterent Conditions, and they 
not” of the ſame mind. : but. have different 
peſinations , in one ſtate, from what they have 
ik another. As will be apparent by a ſhort view of 
hat hath paſled in theſe Churches and Kingdoms, 
within our memory. | 
+. IL Beforethe Hate Civil Wars there were very grie- 
ous Complaints made of the Biſhops ; that they 
refſed the Ceremonies ſo ſtrictly, as to inflict heavy 
ſures apon thoſe called: Puritans, Who could not 
conſcience cor.form to them. Now no ſooner had 
boſe very Perſons who thus complain'd, got their 
erty to do as they pleaſed, hut they took it quite 
Iway from the other: and Sequeſtred all thoſe who 
lovld not ent2r ipto their Holy League 4rd Cove- 
ant; for the Reforming all things, according to 
be Modell which they propounded. Nay, they were 
willing to bear with Five Diflenting Brethren 
Imong themſelves; who could not Conform to 
he Presbyterial Government. And when theſe Diſ- 
ring Breth:en,commonly known by the Name of 
endents, had got a Party tirong enongh, which 
ried all before them ; they would not ailow the 
of the Common Prazer in any Patithz no not to 
e King himlelf in his own Chapel : not grant to 
je of the old Clergy, ſo much liberty as to reach 
School, Ec. Which things I do nor mention (God 
ows) to reproach thoſe who were guilty ofthem ; 
t only to put them in mind of their own Fail- 
ws: that they may be humbled for them, and not 
bſule over the Church of England, nor ſeverely up- 
id them with that, which when time was, they 
Q&4 with a hizher hand themſelves. It I ſhould 
Dott all that the Presbyterians did here and inScot- 
nd, and all that the Independents did here and in 
England ; it would not be thought that I ex- 
4 the Truth, when I fay they have been more 
uilty of this fault, than thoſe whom they now 
tharge with it, Which doth not excuſe the Church 
DF England, it muit be confeſſed ; but doth in fome 
meaſure, mitigate her fault, For the Conformas 


to ſerve God at home ( and fome Company with 
thn) in their own way, And let it be farther re. 
membred, that the reaſon why they were denied 
their liberty of meeting in greater Afemblies was; 
becauſe ſuch Aﬀemblies were repreſented as greatly 
endangering the publick Peace and Safety: as the 
words are m the very firit Act of this nature againſt 
Ruakers, in the Year 1662, Let any one read the 
Oxzord Att, (as it is commonly called) made in 
the Year 1665, and that at eſtminſter in the Year 
1650. and he will find them intended againſt Sed 
6:01; Conventic/es ; That is, they who made them 
were per{waded by the Jeſuit intereſt at firlt to look 
upon ſuch Meetings as Nurſeries gf Sedition, where 
bad Principies wete infuſed into mens minds, de- 
ſtruCtive to the. Civil Government, If it had not 
An EA this, it doth not appear itt the Contiie 
vers of theſe Lars were inclined to (uch Severitzes 
as were thereby enacted-; but the Nonconformsſts 
might have enjoyed a larger liberty in Re{:gion. It 
was not Rel:gion alone which was conſidered, and 
pretended, but the publick peace ard ſettlement : 
with reſpect to which they were tyed up (o ftraitly 
in the exerciſe of their Religzow. Which, to deat 
clearly,” I do not believe would have taught Rebel 
on:but this was conitant!ly infinuated by the Court A- 
gents ; and it 13 no wonder it the Parliament who re-, 
membred how the Miniſters of that Perſuafh4h 
7 Thovg! indeed from the then appearance of Pg- 
pery ) had been the principal Incouragers oz that 
Defer.ſfve War again{t the King, were eaſily made 
to believe that they {till retained the ſame princi- 
ples, and would propagate them, it they were ſuf 


" fered, among the People, Certain it is alfo, that 


the Court made it their care to have thoſe Acts paſ- 
(ed 3 thoug!h at the" fame time they hindred their 
execution © that they might keep up both Parties, 
in the height of their Animoſiries z and eſpecially 
that they might make the Church of England, be - 
both, hated and deſpiſed by the Dsſſenzers. 

iV. I hns thingscontinned for ime time, till wiſe 
men began to ice into tþe Secret; and think of 

A 


a Ree 


——_ 


2: Reconcil5ation: Butt was always hindred by the 
<Corrt:whonever thought of giving Liberty by a Law, 

.but only by the Prerogative z which could as eaſily 
take it away. There was a time, for inttance, when 
a Comprehenſion, &c. was projected by ſeveral Great 
Men both in Church and Stare: for the taking as 
many as was poflible into Union with us 3 aud pro- 
viding Eaſe for the reit. Which fo netled tae lace 
King,that meeting with the thevAcchbithop of Can- 
zerbury, he ſaid to him ( as I perfectly remember ) 
What, My Lord, you are for a Comprehenſion? To 
which he making ſuch a reply as t1gnied, he heard 
ſome wereabout it : No, ſaid the King, I wil keep the 
Church of England pure and unmixed : taatis, never 
ſuffer a Reconciliation with the D:ſſenters, And 
-when the Lords and Cimmons allo had, not many 
years ago,paſſed a Bill for the repealing of the mott 
heavy of all the Penal Laws again |t D:ſſenters, VIZ. 
the Statureof 35 El:x. 1. (which, by the Pailiament 
is made, againſt the Wicked and dangerous pratiices 
of Sedicwous Seftaries, and diſiozal perjons/ his late 
Najeſty ſodealt with the Clerk of theParliament,that 
.it was ſhuffled away and could not be tound ; when 
it Wasto have been picſented ro him, amonz other 
Bills, for his Royal Conſent unto it. A notable to- 
Ken of the abhorrence the Court then had of all Pe- 
ozal Laws; ani of their great kindnels to Dyenters. 
V. Who may remember, it they p.e.le, that as 


once there was a time, when the Covit turned our, 


- or. chid, thoſe Fuſtices, who were forward in the 
. Execution of the Laws againſt Nenconformjis ; be- 
cauſe they were then in (0 low a Cordiuonr, that 
the Court was afraid the Church of Emg/21d might 
Indeed be eſtabliſhed in its Unitvu;mity , So when 
the Nonemformjts were, by ſome liberty, grown 
. Rtronzer, and tet themſelves 2zain.c the Court In- 
tereitn we Election of Shorff;, and fuch like things; 
.then all thoe Juſtices were turned out Who anag 
. back, and wo..1i not execnte the Las agent them; 
and 7ftices pickt out tor the purpole, who wouid 
ga it (rvecely. Nay, the Clergy were calied upunt, 
and had Orders fent them, $o renwn thee Names uf 
- all Nonxerformſts in thei fr veral Patithes ; that they 
might be proveeded againit in the Courts Ecciejtdtte 
cal. And here I cannot torzet the Order made by 
. theMidd :/ex Fujtices, at the Se:{1ons at Hiches» Half 
Jan.13 1681. where they urge the Execution of tie 
Act oft 22 C.2. againit Conventicles,ecaule 11241 = 
bability they will deftroy bach Church and State. 1 hi3 


- was the reaſon which moved them to cill upon Con- 
ftebles and all othei Oficers todo their duty in this 
matter ; Nay, to call! ypon the B. »f 1 9nden himſelf, 
that be would uſe by utmoſt endeavour:, within his Fu- 
riſdi&tion, that a'l ſuch perſons may be Excommuni- 
£ate, Tois wasa bol{ ftroke, proceeding trom an un» 


- Reconciiatton. 


) 
uſual degree of Zeal: which plainly enough ſigni- 


fies thar the Biſhops were not ſo forward as the Jn- 
ſtices, in the proſecuting of Diſſenters. Who may 
do well to remember that tie Houſe of Commons, a 
little before this, had been {o kind ro them,tnat thoſe 
Trſtices would not have dared to have beenſo icree 
as they were at Hiczzs- Hal, 1t rhey had not been 
ſet on by directions from Moitcha?, For in turir 
Oraer titey preſs the Executiongs tae Statues Elig, 
and 3 7ac.1. for levying T- elve-pence a Sunday upon 
ail thuſe that do not come to Ciuicin: Whereas the 
Honje of Commons, Nov.6.1680. had, Reſs/ved, Ne 
mine contra dicente, that 2t is the Opinion of thus 
Houſe, That the Ats of Parliament maae in t/ 12 Reign 
of Q. Eliz,beth, and Kyng James, againſt Popiſh e- 
cuſants, ought not to be extended againſt Proteſtant 
D:iſſengers. 

VI. Who ſhould not forget how backward the 
Clergy of London eſpecially, were to comp!y with 
this deh1gn, of reviving the Execution of the Laws 
againſt them ; what cour/cs they took, to ſave them from 
this davger! and what hatred they incurred for b:ing 
Jo kind to them! Which in truth was kindneſs tothem- 
ſelves ; for naw they ſaw piainly enough that Nething 
.was intended but the deſtruttion of us both, by jerting 
115, 172 Our trirng, one againſt the other, Many indced 
were poſſeſſed with the old Opinion, that the D:(Joncers 
Aimed at the overthrow of the Government boti m 
Church and State : which made them the more readily 
J9n with tho/e who were employed to ſuppreſs theni, by 
turnirg the edge of the Laws upon them. Br v2th 
theſe were mojt indiftriovſly promoted by the Court : 
Wie laboured might and mam to have this believed, 


that they who were called Whiggs,mtended the ruin of 


the Church and of ire Mmarc/y too: and therefore none 
had the Court favour, but they alone who were for the 
ruining 0 them; Al! others were frown'd upon, and 
branded mith the name of 'I 1ummers ; who they ad- 
v1tured at /aft. rofay were wirſe than Whigs, Mere- 
ly becarſe they, feerng through the deſign, deſired thiſe 
1ug.y Names of Whig and 1 ory migia be laid afide;; 
and prſwaded all tro Moderation, Love, Unity. and 
-Peice, If anymanhad theſe dangerous words in his 
mouth, he had a math ſet 1P9n 13m 3 and was lookt up- 
0n- 45 4n enemy, as [10 «as he diſcovered ary de{ires of 
No peace with Ditlenters 4 ths 
ds C1 in ſome mens mouths, ds no peace with Rome 
kad been in others, Thes were al! voted to deſtruttion ; 
and it was an unpardonable crime fo much as ro met 
tion an Accommodations. 
Such things as theſe 01g ht not to be forgotten: 

VII But if they lift not to call themto mind,(tho' 
they be of freth memory) yet let tlic at lea! conhider 
Wiat they have had at (ncir Tongues end, ever ſince 

Ley knew 


knew any thing : That the Church of Rime #5 a perſecu- 
ging.Churcl, and the Mother of Perſecution, ul they 
| then be del: ded by thepretcit Sham of Liberty of Con- 
they of that Cluurch pretend to giv* rc It 


| ference; vi 

15-nOt 111 fie! porwer,no more thanin tlietr Sperzt ;1 ney 
- neither r en give hheity of Conſcience 3 but 
1 witla dc! take all erty from us. T hat Church ' 
mutt be obe and ther is nu middle clioive amoriy 
: - them, betwer 2 or buri cfm or be undone. \« nat 
1 Liberty do Li: e in any Country, where thei power 
e | igcitabliiacd ce + Liberty cn they give, who 1:46 
- determined that i eticks ought to be roored out 2 
s Look into Franc: (with waich wehave had tae {trigt- 
T eſt Alliance & Frici.dttup along time) an ben 1d how 


bo at-this moment they compel tiofeto goto Maſs; who 


T: they know abhor u as ar «bominable idolatry, Sn. hl a 
violent Sparze now aCrs tiiem,that they 110k not to pro» 
e fane thei Own mo.” be. y Mysterzes;that they niay ave 
M the face of an Univerſal Confrrnmy, Witliont te ledit 
Ys Liberty. For the new Coxiverts, 4» L.iCy7 Ale Cailttt, POUC 
Mm Wrerches, are known to be mere oxi d Corp 12rs : 
g in their Hearts abominating that wie! they ae torced 
N= externally to Worinip, 1 hey declate as mu by Ct- 
f7 caping ..om thts [ yranny over ther Coriciercess and 
1g deWayling their finfu! compliance ; whentvever they 
od have*an opportunity. 4nd they taat cannot eſcape, 
ys frequently p: oteſt they have been con!.raived toadore 
mn that, which rucy believe cught not ro be adored. And 
"uy when they come todye, retule to receive rhe Romiſi 
by Sacramnent;av cs thereupon are dragg'd, when deacl,along, 
1th the St. cets, an thrown, like dead Dogs upon the Dun- 
t : hills. {lnto what a heigrh of rageace rhe {pirits of the 
28, Remnſ77 Clergy inJamed ; tnat it pertectiy blinds their 
e of eyes; 1d will not let them (ee how they expole the 
me moit {cred thing in all their Relrgion (the Hoy Sacra- 
the mane, which they—licveto be 7e/us Chrift hianelt) to 
1d be received by r10'& who they know havenoreveien? 
ids 2t all for ir, but uitecly abhor 1t? For they force them, 
Te by all matiner of +Holence, to adore tre Hoſt ageinit 
'ofe their v/1)/,and rlien (0 eac what they have adored; tho? 
(23 they 11avo the greate.: eaten to believethat thote poor 
1d Creatuc ionot adore it. | hat is, the-Chuch of Kome 
his will have ter Myſteries adored by all, tho' it be by Hj- 
os $7425, None thall be excnie:!, hut whether they be= 
; of lieve or not believe, they inal he compelled to ds as 
28 F that Chu:c!: dorh. Nothing thall hinder it ; for the ha- 
me trod and firry wherewtth they ive now traniported; is 
1+ loexcecedinz great ; ihut it makes them (asT havelaid ) 
mh ofter v;0/cnce even to ther own Religion, rather than 
ſuffer any body +2t to conform to it. 
- VEL, And atfare yonr tel ves they are very defirons. to 
(ho extend his Violence beyond the hounds of France. They 
er WF would fain (ce Engiand alto, in the fame condition. The 
ince ER Bithop or alexce and Dae, hath told us as mucn,in the 
new 


peech watch he-madeto the FrencyKng,in the Name 


| 


\ 


3) 

of the Clergy of France, to Congratulate his gloriotls 
Atchievements, in rooting out the Herefie of Calvin. 
In wiich he hath a moſt memorable Paſſage,for which 
we are beholden to him:becauſe it informs y#that they 
are not ſatisfied with what their King hath Uone therez 
but would have him think there is a further Glory re= 
ſerved for him, of tending his help to make us ſuch 
good Catholicks, as he liath made in France. This is 
the blecle:t Work they would be at: andii any among 
as he {t11] {0 blind asnot to fee it; we muſt look upor. 
it 4+ the jult judgment of Gud upon them for ſome 0+ 
the; tis Which they have committed. They aredeli- 
vered up troaReprobate mind, which cannot difcern tie 
m-it evident things. They declaie to all the World 
frat tney have been above fifty years, crying Out as 
$aini tiey know net What. For they know not what 
Popery is ( of which they have ſeemed to be horribly 
at: ail) if they believe that they of that Religion either 
con or will give 2ny Liberty; when they have power 
to K:.abliſh their Tyramny. Is no better :St.Fobn hints 
{el hath Leſcribed that Chuzch under the Name of Ba- 
by/on, that c:vel City and of a BEAST, which likea 
Rear, rramples ail under its feet ; and of anocher Beaſt, 
which car'fes as many as will wet worſhip the Image of the 
Beaſt, to be lalled ; and that ne man may buy or ſcil 
Jave fruich us have had h:s mari; 8. e. are of his Rellgi- 
on, Rev.13.1.15,15. This CharaCter they will make 
good ro the very endof their Reign, as they have ful" 
filled ir from the beginning. They cannot alter their 
nature, no more than tie E:h:0pian change bis Shin, 07 
the Leopard his Spers. It ever was, fince the riſe of the 
BEAST.& it ever will be till its fall, a bloody Church. 
Which can bear no contradiction to her Doctrine and 
Orders, but will endeayour to root out 3!i thote that 
oppute her, from tie face of the Farths Wirneſs the 
Barbirous Craſado's again't the pore Albigenſes in 
Franc? : 18 one of which a'one BelArmine himielt faith, 
anQ not without Triumph, tz<re were killed no leſs 
than an hundred thouſand. Viitneſs the horrible but= 
CDeries Co rmitied WFraze.in England, & inthe Low- 
Countries mn the Age batoie us;and in Poland, the Vale 
lies Of Picamant, & 1% Ireland in this ge; uUPOu thoſe 
Wwito had nootner rault but this, that they made the 
Ho!y Scriptures, and not the Roman Church, the Rule 


01; tne1r raith, 
T-107.:me of what hath been done;£ is 


F1 
| 


LY.But if you ve Fo 

dows avroad, yer 1 hope you obſerve what they dohere at 
homme Fat ao you think of the Declararion which was ve= 
ry ately 1mPoſed to be read 11 al! our Chuiches 2 Which 
ven ſeuci 4; Bilhops and their C:crgy moſt humb!y repre= 
fented,cheycould not in Conta:nce publiſh ro the prople ann 
time of Divine Service ; this would not excuſe them; their 
Peritron was recesved with indignation, and looke upon as 
4 Livel ; the Biſhops were proſecuzed for it ; and Inquiry 
I 


" LOTOTES» | (4) | 

© it now ordered to.bemade after thoſe who did not read it I men ou Laws and they will ſoon take awas the ot); 

\ (as well as thoſe thar #84) that they may be 7, 94h our beloved Liberties. Be not tempted to make ſuch; 

» ; che Hig mniffioners. Call you this Liberty of Con- dangeraws Experiment : but let the Laws ſtand as 

[ence ? Or dvyou imagine you ſhall never hate any —_ are, becauſe they are apainit them (a appears by they 

& $mpoſed «20 you,to be read in your Congregations, which earneſt endeavours to repeal them) and be not uſed as tak 
*20u cannot comply withal! ? Coufider, 1 beſeech you, what to take them away,becauſe they have been prievous to y 

2A will became of you when that e1me ſhal! come 2 I hat's They Never can be /o again For can they tho now C vurt wu. 
t be meaning of this, thas ever they are lookt upon as Of- have the face toturn them agan upon you, after they | 1 
"fenders, for following ther Conſcience whoſe ſervices have made alt this noiſe for Liberty ? And the Church of Eng.h 

"tÞeen acknowledged to be ſo great, that they ſhould never land, you may be aſſured, wi!l not anymore trouble you: by 
'be forgotten: ? A ought to teach Diltenters what they are to when a Proteſtant Prince ſhall come,vill jon in the beall 
Ee ME heraefiors en they have ſerved them ſo far,(by ta- ing of all our breaches ; removing all things out of o 
"king off the Teſts and the Penal Laws) as ro enable them waygwhich have long hindred that bieſſed work, They ca 

3, ſafety to remember all their former pretended tranſ- not meet together wn a body to give you this aſſurance (l 

-*greſſions. Let them aſſure themſelves the (ervices of the ſhould they without the Kings authority ſo to do?) but evgy 
Bj rch of England. are noe now more certainly forgotten, particular perſon that Thave diſcourſed withall, which g 

 * than the Sins of Difſeurers will hereafter, when ebey have mot afew (6 you your ſelves would do well to as them yohe 

- "got power to puniſh them be moſt certainly remembred.Be you meet them) Profeſs that they ſee an abſolute neceſſitaef 

* mot drawn in then by deceitful words, ro help forward -making an end of theſe Differences that have a/me 

"your own deſtrutiion. If you will not be aſſiſtant toit, they done us : and will no longer contend to bring all men 

© cannot do it alone : and it wil! be very ſtrange if you be one Uniformity ; but promote an Unitorm Liberty, £ 

"4 not 4m agime F intend to give mere words: I mean 


| "perſiwaded tolend them yorr help, when the decent 15 ſo ap- q 
parent. For what are all the preſent pleas for Libert y,but ly; ſuch a regular Liberty, as wall be the beauty and 
nour, not the blot and diſcredit of our Religion: To ſugh 


. F 
ITT > 


* {6 many mfamous Libels upon the Roman Church, which 
: , denies all men this Liberty? While they declaim jo laudly temper the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with ſeveral ot 
* againſt ory pov ney notortouſly reproach Popery; Biſhops of his Province, and their Ciergy, have 0 
* which ſubjiſt by Nothing but deceit and cruelty. And declared they are willing to come... And - Biſhops 
© whocanthink that they would ſuffer their Church tobe ſo Clergy of the Church of England have never been ky 
expoſed and reviled, as it ig by ſuch diſcourſes, but with a to att deceitfully. Our Religion will not at any time 


- Ju ” . \ . Wh. . , 
 gleſion tocheat heedleſs people inco its obedence ? For this them toequivacate z nor to give good words withonp 
d they ean hear it proved, nay prove it themſelves to be meaning.Much leſs at ſuch a time as this when: oir Reli 
, A _—_— { ' MR . : » 
an Anrchriltian Church ; when they prove it 1s agaimſt on1s im great danger;and we have nothing to truſt 1 m 


-*Chrittsanity, av opaint the Law of Nature and Com- but Gods protection of ſincere Perſons, Let Integrity 
mon reaſ0n,to zrouble any body for his opinion im Religion. Uprightneſs preſerve us, rs their conſtant P: ayer, Ti 
"Y.Once ncarc then Tbejeech you, ben deceived by good can hope for no help from Heaven, if they ſheuld prew 
wrds, if you Isve your Liberty,and your Lite.Call to mmd cate with men. God they knew would dejert them.uf F 
bow our poor Brer.bren in France were very lately caeluded ſhould £0 about to delude their Brethren. And they are | 

' by the repeated Proteſtations which their King made, he ſo void of common ſenſe, .as to adventure to mcur by 

* would objerce the Edit of Nantes (which was the fonnda= high diſpleaſure, when they kave nothins 19 rely upon 

"7:0n of their Liberty) &ven then, when te was about to o- [35 favonr. _ 4 

"merthrow it: (3 by many aſſure3ices Whuch were geven them In ſhert,T1 uſt rot hoſe who otwn or: fer their Breth : 

: by thoſe ibocams? to torment theno,that the king intended as yu do them:for ths: bey Lave been angry Brcthren® 
20 retorm the Chnch of Frace, as ſoon as be had U=- chere rs hope of Reconciliation vetween ſuch near Re'ati n 

'nited lis Subjects. WH bat he had done alreacy againſt Br put no Confidence in thoſe, whonot only utterly dil 
zhe-Conrt of Rome, they told them 14s an mſtance any ſuch Relation to you,but have ever created y:u with 
of it ; and they ſhould ſhortly ſee other mateers. Such-en-  implacable hatred, as their moit mortal Enemies WW. 

ſnaring words they heard there daily from the wonths of whom it 8 imp«ſible they ſnould be reconciled. 

* their armed Perfccutors pho were ready to fall upon £hem, | 
or had beg to oppreſs them : And therefor they wori/a — Prov. 12. 19, 20. The lips of Truth ſhallbe eftab'ifhs 
be arrant frels here.if they did not give gopd words, when for ever : but a lymg Tongue ts but for a mament. © 

* they have no power to burt .But we ſhall b fargreater Lying, lsps are an abomunation to the Lord : but tht 

' * fools if we beſreve they will keep therr word when they have that deaf Truly gre hy delight. 

' got th-t power 3 the greateſt of all fools if we give thens : 

* tbat power. They have no other way but this, to wheedle 1s | q 
” entof eur Laws and Liberties. Do but ſurrender the one, FIN 1.8 
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